
   

 

 

free labor with Building Trade students from 

the wagon is 8 feet wideðexpanding to 12 feet 
wide for paradesðand 26 feet long with three 

-style bandwagon was dedicated in 1976 
by Merle Evans ð of Ringling Bros. Circus 
fame. The original bandwagon is still in use 

Music Lending Library 
In order to expand the repertoire of the band, 
Jim put out a request for donations of band 
arrangements no longer used. The music start-
ed pouring in and eventually the Chatfield 
Music Lending Library was built and dedicat-
ed in 1981 with Dr. William Revelli doing the 
honors. The Music Lending Library is the on-
ly one of its kind in the world today. Dedicat-
ed to the preservation of the bandôs musical 
heritage, the library has collected and cata-
loged more than 47,600 pieces, many of 
which are no longer in print. The music col-
lection not only includes band music (the larg-
est portion), but also dance band, sheet music, 
and numerous other categories. The library is 
a non-profit organization funded solely by 
memberships, fees, and donations. 

Performance Highlights 
The Band played for President Carter in 
1978. In August of 1979 the band performed 
at the ASBDA convention in the Minneapolis 
Radisson Ballroom with a standing ovation at 
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ñMusic is a moral law.  It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination,  
  and charm and gaiety to life and to everything.ò Plato 

In 1969, Jim 
Perkinsðwith his  
trademark waxed mustacheð 
gleaned the names of former area 
high school band members and recruited 
them to join a brass band to perform at area 
events. The first rehearsal was held on Octo-
ber 1st, 1969 with Vern Anderson as the 
director and 14 playersðfour of them basses 
and ALL of them men. In a yearôs time they 
had already added woodwinds and made 21 
appearances. As the bandôs size and reputa-
tion grew the schedule listed 30 concerts a 
year including park concerts, appearances at 
the State Fair, a concert at Pilot Mound Lu-
theran Church (beginning in 1973), and an 
annual Veteranôs Day Concert. In 1973 The 
Chatfield Brass Band was incorporated and 
achieved tax exempt status, and in Septem-
ber the band invited women to join them 
for the first time. The by-laws were changed 
in 1975 to make it official! 

Jim Perkins passed away in December of 
1990 at the age of 54. Members of the band 
met and formed a Board of Directors with 
Ray Thompson as president and Vivian 
Thompson as secretary/treasurer. Meindert 
and Wilma Zyllstra volunteered to manage 
the Music Lending Library and Louis Hra-
bak continued as band director. During his 
lifetime, Jim worked tirelessly to promote 
the band and keep the organizations strong 
and vibrant. Through the leadership and 
dedication of the musicians in the bandð 
and with strong community supportðthe 
Chatfield Brass Band tradition continues! 

Circus-style Bandwagon 
Fundraising for a circus-style bandwagon 
began in 1973. John Willaman, a clarinetist 
in the band and an IBM engineer, designed 
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  ñMusic is nothing else but wild sounds civilized into time and tune.ò     Thomas Fuller 

Library News 
by Jerel Nielsen, Library Manager 

Greetings from the Music Lending Library! 
The Music Lending Library is so fortunate 
to have such loyal and generous patrons 
and partners in making the Music Lending 
Library such a huge success! 

In the 2018-2019 fiscal year we had many 
accomplishments! A few of these include: 

1635 new titles cataloged. At the end of 
the current fiscal year, the Music Library has 48,047 cata-
loged pieces of band music ready for distribution to 

¶ 

 

¶ Another generous anonymous donation used to: 

Manager  
Jerel Nielsen  

This year marks the 46th year that the band has 
played for the Pilot Mound Lutheran Ice Cream So-
cial. In August, the band marked 50 years of playing 
for the Chatfield Western Days parade and a concert 
following the parade. The Chatfield Brass Band con-
tinues a long tradition of performing free concerts  
in the park as well as parades and performances 
throughout Southeastern Minnesota. 

Directors of the CBB 
The band has had five directors: Vern Anderson 
(1969-1973), Dan Risnes (1973-1975), H.L. 
Lidstrom (1975-1984), Louis Hrabak (1984-1997), 
and Carmen Narveson (1997-present). 

The City Park Band Shell 

and fundraising began. Over 300 individuals and 

the $80,000 goal. In 1997 the old bandstand was 
taken down. The new building was completed and 
dedicated in June of 2000 at the Bandôs 30th 

as a performance space for the Chatfield ñMusic in 
the Parkò concert series which officially began in 

The Band Garage 

The Band as a Community 

Shell in front of thousands of people with Garrison Keillor 
acting as M.C. In March of 1982, the band traveled to 
Washington D.C. The trip included two memorable per-
formancesðplaying with the U.S. Marine Band at the 
gravesite of John Philip Sousa and performing Stars and 
Stripes with the Baltimore Symphony at the Baltimore Sym-
phony Hall. On the return trip home one band bus was 
involved in an accident in which forty-eight people were 
injured. All recovered and the trip was an unforgettable 
experience for the band. Meredith Willson directed the 
band playing 76 Trombones during the Western Days Musi-
cal in 1982. The band performed at Circus World Muse-
um at Baraboo, Wisconsin and has been a part of the 
Rochesterfest parade since its inception. The band has had 
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 Technology and Music Provide Success for 
Blind Community Band Member  

Brown vs. 
Board of Education 

A Note from the Director 
by Carmen Narveson  

The CBB has had an amazing summer 
celebrating our 50th Anniversary. It was 
great to connect with old friends and 
band members and hear their stories of 
past bands and concerts. Our finest accomplishment was 
putting together the first documented history of the 
band, its members, and the highlights of the past fifty 
years. There have been highs and lows to our history, but 
it illustrates how vision and goals shared by the members 
can accomplish great things. The D.C. trip, building a 
music lending library, building a band shell in the park, 
member-led building of a new garage, a successful sum-

ñA painter paints pictures on canvas. But musicians paint their pictures on silence.ò    Leopold Stokowski 
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mer concert series ð all these pieces of our history were 
led by band members who felt the importance of keeping 
music in their lives and sharing it with others. We look 
forward to continuing this successful journey!  

I encourage you to go to our website at chatfieldband.org 
and watch the video history. There is also a link to the 
Anniversary program and a written history of the 
band. Feel free to peruse our website. It gives you a snap-
shot of the band, its programming, and the enjoyment it 
brings to both members and audiences.    

It goes without saying that 
there are many factors con-
tributing to our success. 
We have many dedicated 
band members, generous 
supporters and sponsors, a 
supportive community, 
audience members who 
make every re-
hearsal and con-
cert worthwhile. 

Thank you! 

 

 

Paul Kurtz, with his electronic 
Braille device and trumpet 

The Minnesota State Band toured the library on April 28th prior 
to their concert at the Chatfield Performing Arts Center. 




