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In 1969, Jim T HE I
Perkindwith his

trademark waxed mustaéhe
gleaned the names of former area
high school band members and recruited
them to join a brass band to perform at area
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events. The first rehearsal was held on Octolre€ labor with Building Trade students from

ber 1st, 1969 with Vern Anderson as the Chatfield, Preston, and Harmony. On the road,

director and 14 playéifour of them basses (he wagon is 8 feet witlexpanding to 12 feet
and ALL of them men.Wdgfprpgradgsnd 36 fest lopg; wiffpthrae
had already added woodwinds and made 21¢vel platforms. The beautiful red and gold
appearances. As the SFusyedpandwagon was degcgted,inglg

tion grew the schedule listed 30 concerts aly Merle Evan$ of Ringling Bros. Circus

year including park concerts, appearances ataMe. The original bandwagon is still in ue

the State Fair, a concert at Pilot Mound Lu- today and continues to represent the Chatfield
theran Church (beginning in 1973), and an Brass Band and its tradition as Bandtown U.S.A.
annual Veteranos DayMuSlolendiegrLibrary | n 1973 T
Chatfield Brass Band was incorporated and|n order to expand the repertoire of the ban
achieved tax exempt status, and in Septem3im put out a request for donations of bar

for the first time. The biaws were changed ed pouring in and eventually the Chatfiel
in 1975 to make it officiall Music Lending Library was built and dedic

Jim Perkins passed away in December ofd in 1981 with Dr. William Revelli doing the
1990 at the age of 54. Members of the bandhonors. The Music Lending Library is the o
met and formed a Board of Directors with !y one of its kind in the world today. Dedic
Ray Thompson as president and Viian€d to the

ber the band invited women to join them arrangements no longer used. The music sPrt—
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Thompson as secretary/treasurer. Meindertheritage, the library has collected and cata-
and Wilma Zylistra volunteered to manage 09€d more than 47,600 pieces, many |of
the Music Lending Library and Louis Hra- which are no longer in print. The music cqgl-

bak continued as band director. During his '€ction not only includes band music (the la
lifetime, Jim worked tirelessly to promote €St portion), but also dance band, sheet mu
the band and keep the organizations strong2nd numerous other categories. The library
and vibrant. Through the leadership and @ nonprofit organization funded solely b
dedication of the musicians in the band Memberships, fees, and donations.

and with strong community suppéthe Performance Highlights

Chatfield Brass Band tradition continues!  The Band played for President Carter
Circusstyle Bandwagon 1978. In August of 1979 the band performe
Fundraising for a circssyle bandwagon & th_e ASBDA conven_tion in the_MinneapoIi
began in 1973. John Willaman, a clarinetist Radisson Ballroom with a standing ovation
in the band and an IBM engineer, designed the end from all the truly great band directors

. “ ”
the wagon using a mobile home chassis for the of the country shouting for “more.” That even-
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base. Southeastern Vocational Center provided ing they performed a concert at Lake Harriet Band
(continued on page 2)
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The History of the Chatfield Brass Band (cont. from page 1)

acting as M.C. In March of 1982, the band traveled t
Washington D.C. The trip included two memorable per
formancedplaying with the U.S. Marine Band at the
gravesite of John Philip Sousa and perforrSitags and

phony Hall. On the return trip home one band bus wa
involved in an accident in which fogight people were

injured. All recovered and the trip was an unforgettab
experience for the band. Meredith Willson directed th
band playing6 Trombondaring the Western Days Musi-
cal in 1982. The band performed at Circus World Musg
um at Baraboo, Wisconsin and has been a part of t
Rochesterfest parade since its inception. The band has
two long term vocalists: Pat Johnson and Diane Ingvaldson.

Library News
by Jerel Nielsenjbrary Manager

Greetings from the Music Lending Libra
The Music Lending Library is so fortung
to have such loyal and generous patr
and partners in making the Music Lendi
Library such a huge success!

In the 2018019 fiscal year we had ma
accomplishments! A few of these include:

« 1635 new titles cataloged. At the end of
the current fiscal year, the Music Library has 48,047 ¢
loged pieces of band music ready for distributiotheo
great bands locally, regionally, nationally and beyond!

Manager
Jerel Nielsen

1 637 volunteer hours. A big thank you goes out to all of the
dedicated, committed and hardworking volunteers who as-
sisted in unboxing and sorting music as well as cleaning and
taking care of the facility and surrounding library property!

1 Another generous anonymous donation used to:
« fund our two music catalogers in 2019,
« replace two old computer systems and a laser printer, and
o hire a moving company to move 35 full file cabinets to
the ground level of the facility. This eliminated one row
of two-tiered file cabinets creating efficiencies in staff
time and material movement.

We had a very successful fiscal year in 20182019 thanks to our
loyal patrons from band communities across the country and
in seven foreign countries. We look forward to your continued
utilization and support of the Chatfield Music Lending Library!

A very special thank you to Beth Hennessy for her outstanding
work in the newsletter layout. We couldn’t produce this
newsletter without her highly valued assistance!

Shell in front of thousands of people with Garrison Keillor

Stripewith the Baltimore Symphony at the Baltimore Sym
S

This year marks the 46th year that the band |ha

played for the Pilot Mound Lutheran Ice Cream

(_)for the Chatfield Western Days parade and a con
following the parade. The Chatfield Brass Band

tinues a long tradition of performing free conce

“throughout Southeastern Minnesota.

Directors of the CBB

eThe band has had five directors: Vern Ander
e (19691973), Dan Risnes (191975), H.L.
Lidstrom (1978.984), Louis Hrabak (198497),
»-and Carmen Narveson (198&sent).

N€The City Park Band Shell
haq 1995, plans were revived to build a new band shell

in the park. After many revisions a design was chosen

community groups made financial donations to reach
the $80,000 goal. In 1997 the old bandstand
taken down. The new building was completed
dedicated in June QAhni
versary concert and celebration. The bandshell serves
as a performance spac
the Parko concert ser
1998. Concerts are on Thursday evenings throughout
the summer with the Chatfield Brass Band and guest
groups. The series has always been made possible with
grants from the Southeastern Minnesota Arts Council.

The Band Garage

The barn on the library property served as storage for
the bandwagon and pickup for many years. The
Board of Directors deemed it unstable and worked to
clean it out and tear it down in 2002. Funds were
raised to build a new garage behind the Music Lend-
ing Library. Dan Hollermann and Larry Tucker
planned and supervised the construction of the build-
ing with the majority of the labor done by band mem-
bers over the entire summer of 2003. The garage
serves as storage for the pickup and bandwagon in
addition to Wit’s End Theater set materials.

The Band as a Community

For the past 50 years the band has continued to grow
and change with the times. Who could have guessed
that the small group of 14 musicians would have blos-
somed into a thriving community band for over 50
years! The Chatfield Brass Band continues to welcome
all and enrich the quality of life in Chatfield and sur-
rounding communities. It has helped build creative,
musical, and leadership skills while providing this area
with marvelous music served with a smile!

cial. In August, the band marked 50 years of playin

in the park as well as parades and performahnce

and fundraising began. Over 300 individuals @nd
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/Technology and Music Provide Success for ! played in the Florida State

Blind Community Band Member

My name is Paul Kurtz and I am blind from birth due to
retinopathy of prematurity, a condition caused by oxygen
damage to the retina of the eye in an incubator. I pos-
sessed some light perception for a while after birth but
basically functioned as a blind person, learning Braille in
first grade and typing in second. I was one of the pioneer
blind people in northeast Florida and was able to attend
public school based on suits which followed Brown vs.
Board of Educatiani 954.

Of interest to this group, however, is my life in music. I
first had piano training starting at 8 years of age from an
individual who knew piano but not Braille music. I later
trained in Braille music and had more advanced piano
training. During this time a University of Florida basketball
cheer led me to trumpet which I started playing as a 7th-
grader in band. I played through junior high school but
was unable to play in high school band. However, one
year of private trumpet lessons during high school helped
me prepare for a 4-year stint in college band. Those were
great band times and I learned a lot about music, trumpet,
and band in particular. I had a great band director, Jim
Slutz, who supported me and my efforts.

il

.-

University Trumpet Ensemble
in graduate school and took
private lessons, music theo-
ry, and music history as
over-load courses to my
regular graduate load.

In 1976, partway through

graduate school, I gave very |
serious thought to a career
in music. I had some talent
but wasn’t a prodigy. I wanted to teach trumpet and
brass, music appreciation, and music history. But Braille
materials weren’t available at the time. I had to Braille
every bit of music I used in junior high school, under-
graduate school, and graduate school except for a partial
Arban Method for Trumpet (1933) obtained from The Li-
brary of Congress. | used multiple music readers, Brailling
music a note, slur and rest at a time. I felt that this just
wouldn’t do as a career vehicle since there were so many

method books I needed and didn’t have.

As my career came into full swing, I played in church, for
some patriotic events, and did a small bit of combo work. I

Paul Kurtz, with his electronic
Braille device and trumpet

(continued on page 4)

A Note from the Director
by Carmen Narveson

The CBB has had an amazing sum
celebrating our 50th Anniversary. It
great to connect with old friends a
band members and hear their storiesi

mer concert serigs all these pieces of our history wer
led by band members who felt the importance of keep
music in their lives and sharing it with others. We log
forward to continuing this successful journey!

| encourage you to go to our website at chatfieldband.
and watch the video history. There is also a link to t

past bands and concerts. Our finest accomplishment walnniversary program and a written history of th
putting together the first documented history of the band.Feel free to peruse our website. It gives you a s
band, its members, and the highlights of the past fiftyShot of the band, its programming, and the enjoyment
yearsThere have been highs and lows to our history, buttfings to both members and audiences.
it illustrates how vision and goals shared by the memberig goes without saying th
can accomplish great thingse D.C. trip, building a  there are many factors cc
music lending library, building a band shell in the park, triputing to our succes
membeded building of a new garage, a successful sunjye have many dedicate

band members, genero
supporters and sponsors
supportive communityind [
audience members w
make every re
hearsal and co
cert worthwhile.

Thank you!
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The Minnesota State Band toured the library on April 28th pn
to their concert at the Chatfield Performing Arts Center.
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