
   

 

 

Leonard B. Smith American Bandleader  

“The easiest way to avoid wrong notes is to never open your mouth and sing. 
What a mistake that would be.”     ―ÊPeteÊSeeger 
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Fall 2023 

By Carl T. Behr 

Leonard Bingley Smith was the last of 
the great concert band leaders during 
the twentieth century. As a virtuoso 
trumpet soloist, Smith performed with 
many eminent musical organizations 
including the Goldman Band, the NBC 
Orchestra, the Detroit Symphony and 
the United States Navy Band. Yet he was 
even more renowned as a conductor, 
including his leadership of the Blossom 
Festival Concert Band and 
the Detroit Concert Band. 

As a youngster in Pough-
keepsie, New York, Smith 
showed a remarkable talent 
for playing the trumpet. In 
1926, at age 11, he began 
study with Ernest Williams 
in Brooklyn, and by age 21, 
he was named principal cor-
net soloist with the Gold-
man Band in New York 
City. After only one year 
playing for Goldman, Smith 
was also named principal 
trumpet with the Detroit 
Symphony, a post he held 
until 1942.   

During World War II, Smith served as a 
trumpet player in the United States Na-
vy band, where he learned many of the 
methods he would employ as a ban-
dleader. Returning to Detroit in 1946, 
he was asked by Detroit mayor Edward 
Jeffries to take over leadership of the 
Detroit Concert Band. 

Mr. Smith accepted the post with great 

enthusiasm. He expanded the audience 
of the Detroit band, using the newly built 
band shell on Belle Isle to attract crowds 
of up to ten thousand for weekly concerts 
during the summer months. Smith's con-
certs became the standard for John Philip 
Sousa lovers. Jack Kopstein of Altissimo 
Records writes that when the BBC dis-
patched Sousa expert Kenneth Corden to 
Detroit for a documentary during the 
1969 season, “The Detroit Concert 

Band’s precise beat, 
vigor and showman-
ship were a high-
light of the produc-
tion.” Honored, 
Smith considered 
this documentary a 
landmark moment 
in DCB history, 
saying “It recog-
nized [our] efforts 
to maintain the 
high Sousa tradi-
tion.”  

The Belle Isle con-
certs were discontin-
ued in 1980, but the 
DCB continued to 

perform across the Detroit suburbs and 
at the State Fairgrounds. From 1972 un-
til 1997, Smith also led the Blossom Fes-
tival Concert Band near Cleveland.   

In recognition of the American Bicenten-
nial in 1976, Smith directed the Detroit 
Concert Band in recording their “Sousa 
Bicentennial Collection.”  The set of ten 

(continued on page 2) 

A 1985 painting by Mort Kunstler pic-
turing Maestro Smith with John Philip 
Sousa (originally used as cover art for a 
Detroit Concert Band program). 
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LP records showcases the complete 
marches of Sousa. From 1979 through 
1991, Smith and the DCB recorded an 
even more ambitious series of LP records 
called “Gems of the Concert Band.” 
They produced nineteen records in this 
series, with most of the selections being 
original works written for band, together 
with transcriptions of famous orchestral 
pieces. Smith also included some of his 
own compositions, and performed on 
the solo trumpet.   

During his distinguished musical career, 
Leonard Smith performed in some three 
thousand concerts on the trumpet, led 
hundreds of concerts as conductor, and 
is credited with nearly four hundred pub-
lished works as composer or arranger. He 
believed that he was the keeper of Sou-
sa’s legacy as a bandleader, and did his 
utmost to maintain the great American 
tradition of the concert band. Mr. Smith 
passed away in 2002. Several of his com-
positions are available from the Chatfield 
Music Lending Library and Archive.   

 

Author Carl T. Behr has played trom-
bone for almost sixty years; since age 12 
until today. Most of his performing has 
been in the symphony band format but 
he has also played with polka bands, 
brass choirs, symphony orchestras, drum 
and bugle corps, marching bands and 
swing bands.  During this time he played 
under the direction of several famous 
band masters including Frederick Fen-
nell, Harry Begian, Al G. Wright and 
others not so famous. Educated as a 
chemical engineer, Carl spent the majori-
ty of his working life as a professional 
pilot.  He served nine years in the Navy 
followed by thirty-one years at Northwest 
and Delta Airlines.  Currently, he is re-
tired but still playing the trombone with 
the 50North band and the Cannon Val-
ley Regional Orchestra, both based in 
Northfield.  

“Music is everybody’s business. It’s only the publishers who think people own it."   ―ÊJohnÊLennon 

by Jerel Nielsen, Library Manager 

Greetings from the Chatfield Music Lending 
Library and Archive! In 2022 our name 
became a little longer as we added “archive” to 
our name. We have teamed up with Past 
Perfect Museum Archive software to become 
both a band music library and an archive of 
historic band music. Past Perfect is the world’s 
leader in museum collection and contact 
management software. 

Built in 1981 to preserve our band’s musical heritage, the Chatfield 
Music Lending Library and Archive has collected and catalogued and 
added more than 50,993 pieces, many of which are no longer in print. 

Having surpassed a full year of our new Library and Archive software 
we’ve found that the new URL:  https://chatfieldband.lib.mn.us/  has 
functioned as designed as well as our new contact email addresses to 
which patrons will email music requests or request information: 

musicrequests@chatfieldband.lib.mn.us  
and          info@chatfieldband.lib.mn.us 

In 2022 – 2023, we were successful in carrying out the following: 
▪ We have developed a new project in 2023 that allows us to use 
more of the Past Perfect software functionality and provide the end 
user with valuable information as they search for a piece of music. 
We have begun to scan music cover sheets, program notes, 
instrumentation sheets and one page of a conductor score as are 
available. We feel this project will supply valuable help for patrons to 
review and learn more about a piece of music. Below are 3 web page 
links that reflect how this current project looks. As of this date, we 
have 713 pieces of music with one or more scanned pages. 

▪ https://chatfieldband.catalogaccess.com/library/5770 
▪ https://chatfieldband.catalogaccess.com/library/5778 
▪ https://chatfieldband.catalogaccess.com/library/944 

▪ 395 volunteer hours were recorded.  A big thank you goes out to 
all the dedicated, committed and hardworking volunteers that aided 
in unboxing and sorting music. 
▪ We cataloged 187 new titles, resulting in 51,008 pieces of band 
music in our music library. Also, catalogers added parts to 359 pieces 
of music this fiscal year. 
▪ We received another generous anonymous grant donation used to: 

▪ Fund our two music catalogers in 2023. 
▪ Supply needed funds for the new system start up and our 
scanning project. 

If during this time your annual membership to the Chatfield Music 
Lending Library has elapsed, I would encourage you to reach out and 
renew your support. Your tax-deductible donations and financial 
support are vital for our continued operations in 2023-2024.  Thank 
you so much for your past and continued financial support! 

Library Manager  
Jerel Nielsen  
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“Musicians want to be the loud voice for so many quiet hearts.”      ―ÊBillyÊJoel 

by Carmen Narveson  

Greetings from the Chatfield Brass Band! 

Teamwork, collaboration, and great sup-
port define our success in the past year. 

Christmas Concerts:  In December 2022 
we played a Christmas concert in St. 
Charles, MN and the next week at Chat-
field Lutheran to a full house. We were 
delighted to have the Rochester Flute 
Choir join us for the program. We also 
partner with the Chatfield High School 
Art Club for their annual fundraiser — a bake sale and art auction. 

Summer Concert Series:  Every year we apply for a grant from the 
Southeast Minnesota Arts Council to support our summer concert se-
ries. We have been fortunate to receive the Small Towns Grant to pay 
for guest groups, marketing and personnel. We thank them for their 
work! We also collaborate with the Chatfield Alliance, the Chatfield 
Center for the Arts, and the Growers Market to offer additional music, 
food and activities on Thursday nights in the park. It was a good year 
with larger crowds, great guest groups, and no cancellations. The Chat-
field Brass Band played five concerts in the park, a Care Center con-
cert, and a concert at Pilot Mound Lutheran Church. 

Highlights:  We performed the Patriotic concert with the Stewartville 
Community Band and the Western Days concert with the Over 60 
Band. Both bands have many talented members and we loved joining 
them for that really BIG band sound. 

As the director I am so appreciative of our band members. Every musi-
cian is dedicated to the band and contributes in many ways to keep our 
organization running smoothly. They are kind, funny, care for each 
other, and help create memories for our band. I couldn’t ask for a bet-
ter group, and I feel privileged to be their director. 

Thank You!  Our sincere thanks to everyone who supports us in so 
many ways — whether it is through sponsorships, donations, memori-
als, lending a hand, attending a concert, or a good word about the 
band. We appreciate all of you! 

New Members:  If you play an instrument and would like to be a part 
of this wonderful band, please join us! Rehearsals are Thursday eve-
nings at 7:00pm at Chatfield Elementary School. 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Saturday, Nov. 11th, 3:00 p.m.  
Veterans Day Concert 
Chatfield Center for the Arts 

All concerts are free.  Check our website for details:  Chatfieldband.org 

Band Director 
Carmen Narveson 

Sunday, Dec. 10th, 3:00 p.m. 
CBB Christmas Concert 
Chatfield Lutheran Church 
A reception will follow the concert. 

  

 

Statement of Financial Position  
 

 

Oct. 2022 through Sept. 2023 
(unaudited) 

 

    

 Net Assets Beginning of Year   

 Financial Assets $ 223,681  

 Sheet Music Inventory $ 461,914   

 Fixed Assets $   65,000  

    

 
Net Assets End of 
Year 

  

 Financial Assets $ 285,740   

 Sheet Music Inventory $ 461,914   

 Fixed Assets $   65,000   

Chatfield Brass Band, Inc.  

By Richard Gray for MailOnline 

It was a simple audio only video of a cat 
named Phantom doing what cats do—
purring. 

Yet YouTube decided that there was 
something amiss with the clip. 

The video sharing site flagged the hour 
long clip of the cat's purr as having in-
fringed the copyright of music giants, 
EMI and PRS for Music. 

The offending piece was an hour-long, 
audio-only YouTube upload of a cat 
named Phantom, posted in March by 
Digihaven. 

The video was flagged by YouTube's 
Content ID system as possibly using a 
song called Focus. 

Phantom was accused of a 12-second 
video loop infringement violation, in 
the video which had been viewed less 
than 3,000 times. 

The owner Digihaven has since filed a 
dispute and was partially successful, 
with EMI lifting its claim. 

Phantom remains unsigned by any mu-
sic label.  
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“Music is the only thing I’ve ever known that doesn’t have any rules at all.”      ―ÊJoshÊHomme 

 

$500 + 
Anderson, Jeffery 
Anderson, Steve 
Benevity Fund 
Chatfield Athletic Club 
City of Chatfield 
Susan Lorenzen Johnson 
Morsman Family Foundation 
Morsman, Jr, Edgar 
Peterson, Barbara 
Shlosberg, Jeffrey 
Strange, Steve 
Van Dyke, Karleen 

$200 - $499 
Anderson, Gillian 
Bauer, Helen 
Brown, Robert A. 
Cable, Ed 
Canton American Legion Band 
Circleville Pumpkin Show Band 
Contra Costa Wind Symphony 
Davidson, Nathan 
Erickson, Keith 
First John Philip Sousa Memorial Band 
Fritts, Clifford 
Gore, Gordon 
Hollermann, Dan and Sue 
Leipprandt, John 
Lenz, Carol 
Mayer, John 
McMullin, James and Kathy 
Metzler, Mark 
Pleasanton Community Band 
Quilliams, Robert 
Stucky, Nancette 
Wellington Winds 
Williams, Bob (Horace Robert) 

$100 - $199 
All-Ohio State Fair Band 
American Legion Band 
America's Hometown Band 
Anderson, William 
Arsers Family, Samuel 
Beach, Dr. Richard 
Behr, Carl 
Bowling Green Area Community Bands 
Brandvold, Sheri 
Brigham Young University - Idaho Bands 
Brugman, James 

Bryan, James 
Buyze, Becky 
C.L. Barnhouse Company 
Caneen, James 
Capital City Band 
Carlo, Maurice 

Clough, Donald C. 
Cole, Sarah 
Comstock, Paul 
Dahlberg, Maurine 

Davidson, Eleanor 
Davis, Kathy and Gary 
DiMartino, Vincent 
Erickson, Roger A. 
F&M Community Band 
Fiske, Mike 
Fostoria Community Band 
Grauer, Mark 
Gregory, Sheffey 
Groteboer, Merl 
Headley, Thomas 
Hennessy, Beth 
Hensler, Mark 
Hilsman, Shelley 
Hiorns, Henry 
Hopkins, John D. 
Hornell Area Wind Ensemble 
Hudson Valley Symphonic Wind 
 Ensemble, Inc.  
Jess, Larry 
Kingsley, Grant 
Knowlton Harmony Band - QC Canada 
Latimer, Jim 
Lewis, Cody 
Malone, Kayla 
Manriquez, Sergio 
McConnell, Roger 
Meyer, Jon 
Miller, Bob 
Montana Community Foundation 
Montclair NJ Community Band 
Narveson, Dean 
Nelson, Allison 
Nichols, Gail 
O'Connor, Sharyol  
Ohio Military Band 
Palan, Peter 
Peters, Loren 
Pierson, Elizabeth 
Quick, Edward 
Raytheon Technology 

Rogers, Mark 
Root River State Bank 
Rudy, Barbara 
Santoro, Barbara 
Schmehl, Wendy 
Schwartz, Richard R. 
Sliter, Timothy 
Smith, Barbara J. 
Soelberg, Diane 
Southern Illinois Concert Band 
Stephens, Ruth 
Stranges, Becky & John 
Stromberg, Carl 
Stromberg, Eric 
T. Rowe Price Program 
Tallman, Larry 
The Monument Brass 

Thoreson, J.O. 
Troxler, Rocky 
Van Dewalker, Sharon 
Wayne, James D. 

Wellington Winds 
Wig, Robert 
Williams, Steve 
Winner, David 
Wyatt, Karen 
Zagorsky, Albert 
Zavadil, Martin 
Zeratsky, Andrew 
Zupo, Anthony 

Up to $99 
ACCA Temple Sauerkrauts 
Allen, Hogan 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Ames, Barb 
Appler, Diana 
Ashmore, Richard 
Backhaus, Patricia 
Bailey, David W. 
Band of Infidels 
Barrett, Jerry 
Bauer, Laura 
Beede, Clifford P. 
Blake, Diana 
Blazey, Jack 
Bork, Ronald 
Brady, Ken 
Breeskin, Davyd 
Bromelkamp, Daniel 

(continued on page 5) 
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“The greatest respect an artist can pay to music is to give it life.”     Ê―ÊPabloÊCasals 

 

continued from p. 4) 

Brown, Daniel 
Burton, Phil 
Bush, Brandon and Betsy 
BYU-Idaho Music Department 
Campbell, Nancy A. and Ed Pierce 
Cape Ann Community Band 
Capital Sounds Concert Band 
Castle Rock Band 
Catskill Valley Wind Ensemble 
Cedar Valley Big Band 
Cerling, Teresa 
Chaffee, Clark 
Chesapeake Brass Band 
Chesebrough, Jim 
Chosen Valley Care Center 
City of Lakes Community Band 
Clark, Bill 
Clemens, Shirley 
Comstock, Paul 
Cooper, Davis 
Copeland, Robert 
Cornucopia Concert Band 
Craven Community Concert Band 
Croushorn, Brent 
Cvetan, Terri 
Danville Community Band 
Davidson, Nathan 
Davis, Keith 
Davis, Victoria 
Deal, Don 
Denslow, Jonathan 
Denver Concert Band 
DePagter, Christine 
Dixon, Martin 
Drake, Mark M. 
Eagle Community Band 
Elgin Bands 
Ellingsen, Mike and Sue 
Empire State Concert Band 
Entzi, John 
Esswein, Jim 
Fleming, Joann 
Frutiger, Bruce 
Give Lively Foundation 
Goodman, Edward 
Graham, Gregory 
Great Falls Municipal Band 
Greendale Village Band 
Haban, Matt 
Hadfield, Jeffrey 
Harriman, Jeffrey 
Hassel, Sharon 
Hayman, Travis 

Heartland Winds Community Band 
Hedges, James 
Henderson, William 
Heritage Brass Band 
Heter, Mark 
Hoge, Hendley 
Holoman, Stuart 
Houtkooper, Dick 
Huckstadt, Karen 
Hunter, Christine 
Jackson, John 
Jefferson City Community Band 
Jensen, Frank 
Johnson, Larry 
Jones, Larry 
Jones, Ronda 
Jordan, Alison 
Kahn, Jay 
Kasper, Kevin 
Keane, Richard D. 

Kerr, Basil 
King, Robert 
Krob, Larry 
Kruggle, Heather 
Kuehl, John T. 
Kuncho, Laura 
La Cost, Trevor 
Landree, Jill 
Lapree, S.R. 
Larson, Karl R. 
Latten, Jim 
Lawhern, Daryl 
Ludwig, Mary and Dennis 
Lynn, Patricia 
Maine Community Band, Inc. 
Marmion Academy 

Martens, Elizabeth 
McAllen Wind Ensemble 
McDermott, Lyall 
McGarry, Kevin and Kimberly 

McGuffin, Bob 
McKee, Kevin 
Mehalko, Ken 
Meisner, Ed 
Mercer Community Band 
Metropolitan Wind Symphony 
Midland Community Band 
Milford, Gene 
Miller, Terry 
Moniak, Jackie 
Monte, Tobias 
Moon, Chuck 
Murphy Band Boosters 

Narveson, Jerry & Elsie 
Nashoba Symphonic Band 
Neiman, Marcus 
Nettestad, Michael 
New Horizons Band 
Newmont Military Band 
Nickerson, Allen 
Northern Kentucky Symphony, Inc.  
Omodt, Norm 
Orcas Island Community Band 
Overby, David 
Packer, Jane 
Palmer, Mike 
Palmyra-Eagle Community Band 
Palof, John 
Parker, Craig 
Pekol, Jim 
Perelman, Charles 
Perkins, Alan 
Perkins, Margaret 

(continued on page 6) 

In Memory of Vern and Iva Anderson 
Jeffery Anderson, Jeffery 

In Memory of Samuel Arsers 
   Samuel Arsers 

In Memory of Marvin Lenz 
Family and Friends 

In Memory of James Perkins 
Karleen Van Dyke 

In Memory of Curtis J. Peterson 
   Barbara Peterson 
   Karleen Van Dyke 

In Memory of Wayne Stucky 
Sheri Brandvold 
Daniel Bromelkamp  
Christine DePagter 
Merl Groteboer 
Christine Hunter 
Robert King 
S.R. Lapree 
Elizabeth Martens 
Kevin and Kimberly McGarry 
Terry Miller 
Nancee Spittell 
Nancette Stucky 
Randy and Roanna Vine 
Steve Williams 

In Memory of Avis Wright 
   Shirley Clemens 
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“The true beauty of music is that it connects people.  
It carries a message, and we, the musicians, are the messengers.”  ―ÊRoyÊAyers 

Credit: buzzfeed.com  

continued from p. 5) 

Pilot Mound Luther League 
Poshak, Tom 
Preston, Christopher 
Puyallup Music Association 
Reichard, Evan 
Renshaw, Ronald 
Rick, Bob 
Robbins, Jerry 
Rosas, Rene 
Rosenkilde, Carl 
Rudy, Robert 
Rustad, Allan 
Salisbury Band 
San Luis Obispo Wind Orchestra 
Schaffer, Mike 
Schoharie Valley Concert Band 
Schutz, Phyllis 
Shellenberger, Thomas & Judith 
Simmons, Robert 
Sinoff, Louis 
Smith, John 
Speck, Karen Key 
Spittell, Nancee 
Steele, Beth 
Stenstrom, John 
 

Strain, Timothy 
Strongsville Community Band 
Stupak, Scott 
Tanabe, David 
Thompson, Heather 
Thurston, Robert (Bob) 
Tiedemann, JoAnn 
Tipton, Gary 
Toplansky, Howard 
Tordahl, Christian 
University of Akron 
Van Dewalker, Erica 
Van Dewalker, Sharon 
Velmer, Doreen 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Vine, Randy and Roanna 
Wendt, Elaine 
Wernick, Warren 
Wheeler, Patricia 
Winther, Betty 
Wolbers, Mark 
Wood, Dee 
Wood, Douglas 
Woods, Ivan 
Wyatt, Sandra 
Zabel, Brianna 
Zehner, David 

The Chatfield Brass Band and Director Carmen Narveson, riding on their band wagon during Western Days 2023. 

Please contact us if we have made any errors or omissions. 

 

Lucien Cole 
Maurine Dahlberg 
Jackie Gillane 
Mark Grauer 
John T. Kuehl 
Judith Meisner 
Gene Milford 
Richard Miller 

Thomas Misek 
Robin Preiss 
Mark Rogers 
Richard R. Schwartz 
Larry Tallman 
Gary Tipton 
Michael Wogan 
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We thank you in advance for your generous tax deductible donation!  As a non-profit entity we couldn’t continue   
to provide our current services without your highly valued financial support. 

1. Annual Library Membership:  Name_______________________________________________________________ 

    □ Encore $250         E-mail ______________________________________________________________ 

    □ Finale $100         Address_____________________________________________________________ 

    □ Intermezzo $75         City________________________________________________________________  

    □ Overture $50 State______________ Zip______________________ Country_________________ 

2. General Library Donation  $________________________    

3. General Band Donation    $________________________                  

4. James Perkins Endowment Fund  $______________________   

Named after our founder, this fund is administered by the Rochester Area Foundation.  
It was established to provide long term financial stability for the library.  

Please make checks payable to Chatfield Brass Band, Inc.   
Your name or e-mail address will not be shared with or sold to any organization.   
Your gift is tax deductible under current tax laws.                                 

Thank You! 

 Chatfield Brass Band, Inc.   

 Statement of Financial Income and Expense   

 Oct. 2022 through Sept. 2023 (unaudited)  
    

 Revenues and Gains   
 Grants 16,190  

 Program Service Revenue 20,703  

 Contributions & Dues 42,249  

 Investment Revenue 23,584  

 Total Revenue and Gains $102,726  
    

   Expenses       
 Salary and Benefits (excluding “Catalogers”) 25,516  

 Administrative 20,388  

 Occupancy 14,259  

 Artists’ (& Contractors’) Fees 6,033  

 Investment & Other 526  

 Total Expenses $66,722  

 Other 0  

“The most exciting rhythms seem unexpected and complex, 
the most beautiful melodies simple and inevitable.”ÊÊÊÊÊÊ―ÊW.ÊH.ÊAuden 

A Patriotic Concert with The Stewartville Community Band on July 6th. 
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are 

Please fill out the attached form 
and mail in your membership or 
go to our website—  

                      —and join, using the 
“Library Membership” tab. 

          Membership Levels: 
Encore   $250 
Finale        $100 
Intermezzo         $75 
Overture            $50 

A b o u t  U s  
Our mission is to preserve band music and 

continue the legacy of its performance.  

507-867-3275 
  Info@chatfieldband.lib.mn.us   

   Musicrequests@chatfieldband.lib.mn.us   
   M & T: 9am—Noon; 1–3pm 

   W: 9am—Noon        Central Time 
  

 

     

81 Library Lane SW 
PO Box 578 

Chatfield, MN 55923 
 

www.chatfieldband.lib.mn.us 

provides an opportunity for amateur 
instrumentalists of all ages and 
abilities to play in a first rate 
performing group. The band strives to 
give our members the experience of 
playing many types of music, with 
special attention to playing traditional 
band music. We serve our community 
and neighbors by performing for 
celebrations and parades, and we take 
pride in continuing the tradition of 
Chatfield as “Bandtown U.S.A.”  

Credit: NPR Classical  


